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G e r m a n y

Stat ist ics

The  l a tes t  country  report  by  the
European  Commiss ion  aga inst  Racism
and  In to lerance  of  the  Counci l  of  Europe
in  2019  detected  high  l eve l s  of
I s lamophobia  and  an  increase  of
xenophobia  in  the  publ ic  discourse .

Espec ia l l y ,  sub -organizat ions  of  a  new
pol i t ica l  party ,  probably  a l lud ing  to  the
r ight -wing  “Alternat ive  fü r  Deutschland ”

(AfD ) ,  revea led  blatant  rac i s t  opin ions .

This  xenophobic  nar rat i ve  of  the
ext reme  r ight  a lso  in f luenced  the
mainst ream  pol i t ica l  discourse .

Furthermore ,  there  were  ins t i tut iona l
lacks  in  sys temat ica l l y  detect ing  and
reg is ter ing  hate  cr imes  and  onl ine  hate
speech  to  pol ice  and  prosecut ion .   

A  s tat i s t ic  f rom  the  German  in ter io r
min is t ry  found  that  r ight -ext remist
cr imes  were  on  the  highest  l eve l  in  2020
s ince  2001 .  Thereby  r ight -ext remist
cr imes  account  fo r  more  than  hal f  of  a l l
po l i t ica l l y  motivated  cr imes ,  a l though
there  i s  a lso  an  apparent  increase  in
le f t -ext remist  cr imes  (45%) .  Accord ing
to  the  minis ter  of  the  in ter io r  Horst
Seehofer ,  r ight -wing  ext remism  was  the
biggest  threat  to  secur i ty  in  the  country .

What  i s  more ,  s ince  2015 ,  the  number  of
people  who  have  been  rad ica l i zed  and
wi l l ing  to  use  fo rce  without  any  pr ior
cr imina l  record  increased  by  8%.  In  the
wake  of  the  pandemic ,  the  movement
“Querdenken ”  was  establ i shed  oppos ing
the  Cov id - 19  prevent ion  measures .  Some
parts  are  even  rad ica l i zed  so  that  the
secret  serv ice  observes  them .  

Xenophobia  and  Racism
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Xenophobia  and Racism

On  19  February  2020 ,  a  43 -year -old  man
attacked  a  bar  and  a  corner  s tore  in
Hanau ,  in  a  neighborhood  where
pr imar i l y  people  with  migrat ion
backgrounds  l i ve .  He  k i l led  nine  people ,

most  of  them  in  the i r  twent ies ,  some  of
them  even  younger ,  suspect ing  they
were  fo re igners ,  a l though  most  of  them
were  born  in  Germany  hav ing  parents  or
grandparents  who  had  immigrated  to
Germany  decades  ago .  Afterward ,  he
k i l led  himsel f  and  his  mother .  Although
a  psycholog ica l  report  diagnosed  that
he  had  sch izophrenia ,  he  planned  th i s
at tack  out  of  rac i s t  motives .  He  was
radica l i zed  on  the  in ternet  and  a
fo l lower  of  conspi racy  theor ies .  

This  inc ident  revea led  xenophobic  and
rac i s t  nar rat i ves  that  are  present  in
spec i f ic  soc ia l  mil ieus .  Xenophobic  and
rac i s t  tendenc ies  ta rget  people  who  are
German  and  have  l i ved  the i r  whole  l i fe
in  Germany .  These  people  face
discr iminat ion  and  hatred  jus t  because
the i r  ancestors  had  come  some  decades
ago  to  Germany  as  immigrant  workers .  

As  a  consequence  of  th i s  inc ident  and
the  murder  of  Walter  Lübke ,  a  pol i t ic ian
who  had  been  k i l led  by  a  r ight  ext remist
because  of  Lübke ’s  l ibera l  ideas  towards
immigrants  ( s e e  G I C J ' s  h a t e  s p e e c h
r e p o r t  l i n k e d  i n  s o u r c e  2 7 ) ,  the  German

government  in i t ia ted  a  new  l aw  to
combat  rac i s t  and  xenophobic
d iscr iminat ion  and  hatred .  

This  l aw  should  guarantee  better
protect ion  of  v ic t ims  and  establ i sh
programs  to  promote  democrat ic  va lues .  

Severa l  minis t r ies  l i ke  the  in ter io r ,  the
fami ly ,  the  fo re ign  and  defense
min is t r ies  presented  diverse  pro jects  to
rea l i ze  these  goals .  For  example ,  they
establ i shed  a  centra l  author i ty  to  which
v ict ims  of  rac i sm  and  hatred  can  report
and  seek  protect ion .  Another  good
measure  i s  the  obl igat ion  of
organizat ions  seek ing  s tate  funding  to
pledge  the i r  commitment  to  democrat ic
va lues  expl ic i t l y .  Overa l l ,  89  measures
are  proposed .  As  of  now ,  th i s  l aw  s t i l l
must  be  passed  by  the  l eg i s la t i ve .   

In  l ine  with  the  EU  di rect i ve  towards
equal  t reatment ,  Germany  has
establ i shed  an  ant i -discr iminat ion
agency ,  which  supports  people  fac ing
discr iminat ion  and  works  towards  equal
t reatment .  Cases  of  rac i s t  and
xenophobic  discr iminat ion  account  fo r
25% of  a l l  discr iminat ion  reported  to
the  agency  ( s e e  s o u r c e  5 ) .  However ,  the

latest  report  by  the  European
Commiss ion  aga inst  Racism  and
Into lerance  by  the  Counci l  of  Europe
cr i t ic ized  that  the  agency 's  mandate
was  too  nar row ,  not  fu l l y  independent ,

and  under funded .  Main ly ,  i t  l acked
fundamenta l  v ic t im  support  and
l i t igat ion  competenc ies .  Furthermore ,  i t
a rgued  that  such  an  agency  should  a lso
ex i s t  on  the  “Länder ”  l eve l .  

The  high  controversy  rece ived  a  new  l aw
enacted  by  the  federa l  s tate ,  which
enables  s tate  agenc ies  of  the  “Länder ”

to  fo rb id  the i r  employees  to  wear  any
re l ig ious  symbols  which  would
endanger  the i r  object i v i ty  whi le
represent ing  s tate  author i ty  in  the i r
work .  The  “Länder ”  has  the  power  over
teachers ,  judges ,  pol ice  of f icers ,  etc .

This  l aw  would  a lso  enable  them  to
forb id  headscarves .  There  have  a l ready
been  severa l  verd icts  on  th i s  i s sue .  So
far ,  none  of  the  “Länder ”  has  made  use
of  i t ,  and  fo r  example ,  the  s tate  of
Ber l in  has  expl ic i t l y  a l lowed  female
judges  to  wear  a  headscar f .  
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Antisemit ism

On  9  October  2019 ,  Jon  Kippur  Day ,

Stephan  B .  committed  an  attack  on  the
Synagogue  in  the  German  c i ty  of  Hal le
(Saa le ) .  Fortunate ly ,  he  could  not  shoot
down  the  entrance  door  of  the  temple
and  could  not  execute  an  ant i -Semit ic
massacre ,  which  would  have  been  the
most  dramat ic  ant i -Semit ic  cr ime  in
Germany  s ince  World  War  I I .  Ins tead ,  he
shot  two  pedest r ians  and  in jured  severa l
more  in  f ront  of  the  synagogue .  Stephan
B .  has  been  rad ica l i zed  in  onl ine  fo rums
and  s t reamed  his  act ions  onl ine .  In
court ,  he  expl ic i t l y  s tated  his  ant i -
Semit ic  and  rac i s t  motives  and  did  not
show  any  regret .

These  inc idents  descr ibed  above  are
some  of  the  most  bruta l  cr imina l  acts
mot ivated  by  rac i sm ,  ant i semit i sm ,  and
xenophobia  in  the  l a test  years .  But
these  are  jus t  some  examples  of  the
increas ing  number  of  ext remist  cr imes
committed .

 

Overa l l ,  the  f ight  aga inst  ant i semit i sm ,

pr imar i l y  due  to  Germany 's  Nazi  his tory ,

rece ives  c lose  attent ion  f rom  the
German  government .  For  example ,  the
government  founded  the  of f ice  of  the
spec ia l  delegate  fo r  Jewish  l i fe  in
Germany  and  the  f ight  aga inst
ant i semit i sm .  

He  consul ts  with  diverse  independent
actors  to  coord inate  measures  in  a l l
government  departments  to  support
Jewish  cul ture  and  f ight  ant i semit i sm .



A U S T R I A
Stat ist ics

The  number  of  documented  rac i s t
inc idents  has  dramat ica l l y  increased  in
the  l as t  ten  years .  Whi le  in  2010 ,  only
around  700  inc idents  were  reported ,

the  number  peaked  at  more  than  3 .000
in  2020 .  Let  a lone  the  increase  with in
one  year  i s  a larming ,  compar ing  the
number  to  2019 ,  when  i t  was  a lmost
2 .000  ( s e e  s o u r c e  1 0 ) .  

In  2020 ,  the  European  Commiss ion
aga inst  Racism  and  In to lerance  (ECRI ) ,

a  body  of  the  Counci l  of  Europe ,

presented  i t s  report  on  Aust r ia .  The
resu l t s  were  concern ing :  I t  found  an
increas ing ly  high  l eve l  of  I s lamophobia
and  xenophobia  in  publ ic  opin ion .  In
pol i t ica l  speeches ,  the  nar rat i ve  has
deve loped  to  t ransmit  hatred  and
discr iminat ion ,  espec ia l l y  aga inst
Mus l ims  and  re fugees .  The  media
supported  th i s  by  giv ing  r ight -wing  and
rac i s t  vo ices  a  s tage .  Furthermore ,  there
i s  no  suf f ic ient  documentat ion  on  hate
speech  in  Aust r ian  ins t i tut ions .  The
commiss ion ,  there fore ,  recommended
establ i sh ing  better  cooperat ion  and
communicat ion  between  the  pol ice  and
discr iminated  minor i t ies .

Furthermore ,  Aust r ia  l acks  an
integrat i ve  sys tem  of  ins t i tut ions  to
ass i s t  re fugees ;  the  government  should
ensure  that  asy lum  seekers  have  access
to  f ree  and  independent  l ega l
ass i s tance .

In  2017 ,  Aust r ia  implemented  a  l aw ,

which  fo rb ids  gi r l s  under  the  age  of  ten
to  wear  re l ig ious ly  or  ideo log ica l l y
in f luenced  headdresses ,  inc luding
headscarves ,  in  school .  

The  ECRI  cr i t ic ized  that  th i s  l aw  would
not  comply  with  the  pr inc ip le  of
neutra l i t y .  I t  urged  the  government  to
change  the  l aw  accord ing ly ,  not
d iscr iminat ing  aga inst  a  spec i f ic  group
of  pupi l s .
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This  map  shows  a l l  Musl im  ins t i tut ions
in  Aust r ia  on  a  map ,  inc luding  a  short
themat ic  descr ipt ion  of  i t ,  l inks  to
the i r  webs i tes  and  names ,  phone
numbers ,  and  addresses  of  the  heads
of  these  ins t i tut ions .  Whi le  the  Center
i t se l f  s tated  that  i t  a imed  to  promote
an  object i ve  discourse  over  I s lam  and
the  minis ter  of  in tegrat ion  found  th i s
to  encourage  t ransparency  fo r
everybody ,  others  argued  that  i t
s t igmat ized  any  Musl im ,  a l though  not
af f i l i a ted  with  pol i t ica l  I s lam  or
I s lamism .  

The  spec ia l  rapporteur  fo r  Musl im
into lerance  and  hate  cr imes  of  the
Counci l  of  Europe  sa id  i t  was
counterproduct ive  to  engage  in  a
dia logue  and  somewhat  genera l i z ing .

He ,  a long  with  severa l  oppos i t ion
part ies  and  churches ,  demanded  to
take  the  webs i te  of f l ine .  Other  vo ices
cr i t ic ized  that  th i s  map  promotes  a
polar ized  nar rat i ve  between  "we "  and
" they "  and  would  even  s t rengthen
Sala f i s t s  by  depict ing  Musl ims  in  a
v ict im  ro le .  The  assoc iat ion  of  the
Mus l im  youth  of  Aust r ia  regarded  th i s
as  an  unprecedented  cross ing  of  the
l ine  and  announced  to  f i le  a  l awsu i t .  

I s lamophobia

In  2017 ,  Aust r ia  i s sued  an  ant i - face -disgu ise
law  (Ant i -  Ges ichtsverhül lungsgesetz ,

AGesVG ) ,  which  prohib i ted  cover ing  your
face  in  such  a  way  that  i t  i s  not
recognizable  anymore  in  any  publ ic  spaces .

A  v io lat ion  i s  f ined  150  Euros  (see  source
13 ) .  Accord ing  to  Amnesty  In ternat iona l ,
th i s  pract ice  const i tutes  grave  v io lat ions  of
const i tut iona l  and  human  r ights  s tatutes ;

the  l aw  ra ther  discourages  a l l  in tegrat ion
and  soc ia l  part ic ipat ion .  The  Ant i -
Discr iminat ion  Agency  of  the  reg ion
Ste iermark  cr i t ic ized  that  Musl im  women
were  the  only  face -disgu ise  the  l aw  was
pract ica l l y  a iming  fo r .  I t  a lso  points  to  the
ECHR  dec is ion  on  a  s imi la r  French  l aw ,

set t ing  nar row  boundar ies  to  such  l aws .

Also ,  the  Aust r ian  Assoc iat ion  of  Lawyers
(Öster re ich ischer  Rechtsanwal tskammertag )

found  the  genera l  ant i - face -disgu ise  l aw  to
be  improper  and  unnecessary .

Recent ly ,  publ i sh ing  an  “ I s lam  map ”  onl ine
by  the  Documentat ion  Center  fo r  Pol i t ica l
I s lam ,  independent  funds  organized  by  the
Univers i ty  of  Vienna ,  caused  a  controvers ia l
debate .
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In terpret ing  th i s  map  in  one  way  or
another ,  the  problem  i s  that  r ight -wing
opin ions  ul t imate ly  used  th i s  map .  In
the  af termath  of  the  publ i sh ing ,

presumably  r ight -wing  ext remists  in
severa l  c i t ies  in  Aust r ia  deployed
warn ing  s igns  in  f ront  of  Musl im
inst i tut ions  say ing  “Watch  out !  I s lamism
is  in  your  neighborhood ” ,  a lso
adver t i s ing  the  l ink  to  the  “ I s lam  map ”

on  these  s igns .  The  pol ice  conf i scated
them ,  and  the  secret  serv ice  has  opened
invest igat ions .  Some  pol i t ic ians  v iewed
th is  act  of  hate  as  a  harsh  reminder  of
the  persecut ion  of  Jews  dur ing  the  Nazi
reg ime .

Antisemit ism

In  November  2020 ,  an  I s lamist  attack
took  place  in  the  c i ty  center  of  Vienna .

The  young  male  perpet rator  had
sympath ized  with  IS IS  and  even  t r ied  to
t rave l  to  Syr ia  to  take  part  in  an  IS IS
camp  there .  Since  he  was  ar rested  and
sentenced  to  1 1  months  in  pr i son ,  he
had  not  conducted  his  plan .  Although
he  had  part ic ipated  in  a  de
radica l i zat ion  t ra in ing ,  he  committed
his  attack  and  k i l led  four  people ,  many
more  in jured .  Afterward ,  th i s  attack  was
presumably  c la imed  by  IS IS .  
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This  I s lamist  attack  has  been  the
gravest  in  Aust r ia  fo r  years .  Since  the
attack  took  place  near  the  most
important  synagogue  of  the  c i ty ,

Chancel lo r  Kurz  did  not  ru le  out  the
attack  to  be  ant i -Semit ic  motivated .  

As  a  response  to  the  ant i -Semit ic  attack
on  a  synagogue  in  Graz  and  a  rabbi  in
V ienna  in  2020 ,  the  cur rent  Aust r ian
government  pr ior i t i zes  the  f ight  aga inst
ant i semit i sm  and  the  protect ion  of  Jews
and  Jewish  ins t i tut ions .  The  measures
focus  more  on  meet ing  ant i semit i sm
from  Musl ims  and  I s lamic  groups  and
not  on  problemat iz ing  ant i semit i sm
from  r ight -wing  groups  and  the  Center
o f  soc iety .



T h e
n e t h e r l a n d s

Xenophobia  and Racism

L ike  in  other  European  countr ies ,  in  the
Nether lands ,  af ter  2015 ,  centr i s t  part ies
have  fe l t  pressured  to  take  a  more  r ig id
stance  on  top ics  l i ke  I s lam  and
immigrat ion  as  r ight -wing  part ies  have
ga ined  in  popular i ty .  So ,  did  Mark  Rutte ,

pr ime  minis ter  s ince  2010  and  member
of  the  center - r ight  party ,  as  he  declared
in  the  run -up  of  2017  e lect ions  that
"something  i s  wrong  with  our  country "

and  that  " the  s i lent  major i ty  wi l l  no
longer  to le rate ,  that  immigrants  who
come  and  abuse  our  f reedom . "

 

Thereby  he  never  ment ioned  I s lam ;

impl icat ions  should  have  been  obv ious .

He  rece ived  cr i t ic i sm  fo r  that  f rom
di f fe rent  pol i t ica l  s ides .  Recent
at tent ion  i s  ca l led  the  "benef i t s
scandal "  in  2020 .  For  more  than  20
years ,  over  25 ,000  parents  were  wrongly
accused  of  f raudulent ly  c la iming
chi ldcare  a l lowances .  Many  of  them  had
to  pay  back  high  sums  l ead ing  to
unemployment  and  bankruptc ies .  The
Dutch  Data  Protect ion  Author i ty
invest igated  that  the  tax  author i ty 's
methods  to  detect  these  people  were
discr iminatory ,  choos ing  people  fo r
par t icu lar  scrut iny  due  to  the i r  ethnic
or ig in  or  dual  nat iona l i ty .  Ins t i tut iona l
rac i sm  in  the  Nether lands  becomes
even  more  dangerous  us ing  spec i f ic
a lgor i thms .  

The  Dutch  government  had  promised
compensat ion  and  apolog ized ,  but  no
concrete  s teps  have  been  taken  to
address  th i s  ins t i tut iona l  rac i sm .  A
par l iamentary  inqui ry  on  the  “benef i t s
scandal ”  wi l l  take  place  in  2022 .  Some
voices  cr i t ic ize  that  l eg i s la t ion  and
party  campaigning  even  promoted  to
extend  the  creat ion  of  black l i s t s  and
the  government ’s  power  to  prof i l ing
a lgor i thms .
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I s lamophobia

Publ ic  debate  on  immigrat ion  in  the
Nether lands  i s  concentrated  chie f l y  on
non -Western  immigrants ,  espec ia l l y
those  of  Moroccan  and  Turk i sh  descent ,

who  pr imar i l y  are  Musl im  and  account
for  around  6% of  the  Dutch  populat ion
( s e e  s o u r c e  2 3 ) .  

The  most  popular  I s lamophobic  vo ice  i s
the  r ight -wing  pol i t ic ian  Geert  Wilders
and  his  f reedom  party ,  of  which  he  i s
the  only  member .  He  once  c la imed  that
the  only  reason  why  he  entered  pol i t ics
was  " to  f ight  I s lam . "  What  was  in i t ia l l y  a
conf rontat ion  of  pol i t ica l  I s lam
becoming  more  and  more  a
conf rontat ion  with  I s lam  i t se l f .  Wilders
c la imed  that  " I s lam  was  the  biggest
problem  of  the  Nether lands , "  a
statement  he  repeatedly  used  in  the
run -up  of  the  2017  e lect ion ,  where  his
par ty  gained  the  second  most  votes .

In  2019 ,  the  Nether lands  passed  a  l aw
prohib i t ing  disgu is ing  your  face  in
publ ic  bui ld ings ,  inc luding  hospi ta l s .

This  appl ies  to ,  fo r  ins tance ,  the
wear ing  of  a  Burqa ,  a  N i q a b ,  and

motorcyc le  helmets .  A  pol l  ind icated
that  a  major i ty  of  the  Dutch  soc iety
favors  th i s ,  a l though  many  quest ions
how  th i s  should  be  enforced  pract ica l l y
( s e e  s o u r c e  2 4 ) .

C O N C L U S I O N

D U R I N G  T H E  L A S T  Y E A R S ,  X E N O P H O B I A ,  R A C I S M ,  A N D
I S L A M O P H O B I A  H A V E  I N C R E A S E D .  N O T  O N L Y  I N  S O C I E T Y
B U T  A L S O  I N  T H E  P O L I T I C A L  D I S C O U R S E .  G O V E R N M E N T  A N D
T H E  P U B L I C  S P H E R E  A R E  U N D E R  P R E S S U R E  T O  R E A C T  T O
B R U T A L  A C T S  A N D  A T T A C K S  O F  H A T R E D  C O M M I T T E D .  T H E S E
C R I M E S  A R E  O F T E N  C O M M I T T E D  B Y  R I G H T - W I N G
E X T R E M I S T S  O R  B Y  T E R R O R I S T S ,  O F T E N  W I T H  A N  I S L A M I S T
B A C K G R O U N D .  T H E  N U M B E R  O F  C R I M E S ,  E S P E C I A L L Y  B Y  T H E
R I G H T - W I N G ,  I S  S E R I O U S L Y  A L A R M I N G .  

Geert  Wilders ,  l eader  of  the  r ight -wing
party ,  ce lebrated  th i s  l aw  as  a  " f i r s t  act
aga inst  I s lam , "  whi le  other  author i t ies
l ike  the  mayor  of  Amsterdam  declared
that  the  enforcement  of  th i s  ru le  would
not  have  any  pr ior i ty  in  her  c i ty ,  other
munic ipa l i t ies  fo l lowed .  Wilders  gained
a  major i ty  fo r  th i s  l aw  in  2005 .  However ,

s ince  i t  was  so  controvers ia l ,  i t  took
unt i l  2019  to  fo rmulate  a  regulat ion .  The
UN  expert  on  rac i sm  cr i t ic ized  harsh ly
that  th i s  l aw  const i tutes  a  conso l idat ion
of  I s lamophobia .  



Geneva  In ternat iona l  Centre  fo r  Just ice
(GICJ )  i s  concerned  about  increas ing
xenophobia  and  I s lamophobia  in
European  countr ies .  As  cur rent
inc idents  show ,  these  sent iments  can
lead  to  ser ious  hate  cr imes  and  human
r ights  v io lat ions .  

We  urge  the  German  government  to
detect  xenophobic  and  I s lamophobic
vo ices  and  not  l e t  them  take  the  l ead  in
the  pol i t ica l  discourse .  Although
pol i t ica l  discourse  natura l l y  should  be
controvers ia l ,  i t  must  never  be
discr iminatory  and  v io late  the  r ights  of
minor i t ies .  GICJ  ca l l s  on  the  German
author i t ies  to  s t rengthen  the i r
mechanisms  to  detect  and  prosecute
hate  cr imes  more  ef fect i ve ly .  

Furthermore ,  i t  needs  to  promote  i t s
ant i -discr iminat ion  agency  so  that  the
r ights  of  v ic t ims  of  rac i sm  are  fu l l y
protected .  Although  Germany  has  not
implemented  a  l aw  to  fo rb id  face -

disgu ises  or  headscarves  of  Musl im
women ,  tendenc ies  to  l imi t  the
re l ig ious  f reedom  of  Musl im  women  in
that  sense  can  be  detected .  The  r ight  to
re l ig ious  f reedom  i s  a  human  r ight  and
must  be  protected .  Furthermore ,  the
German  government  should  pay  more
attent ion  to  the  rac i sm  aga inst
ancestors  of  fo rmer  immigrant  workers ,

who  have  been  part  of  soc iety  fo r  a
long  t ime ,  but  s t i l l ,  face  profoundly
rooted  discr iminat ion .  German
author i t ies  must  take  more  and  more
ef fect i ve  measures  to  combat  any  fo rms
of  discr iminat ion .

GICJ  i s  concerned  about  the  a larming
increase  in  hate  cr imes  in  Aust r ia
dur ing  the  l as t  few  years .  In  l ine  with
the  report  of  the  European  Commiss ion
aga inst  Racism  and  In to lerance ,  we
re i terate  that  the  l eve l s  of  xenophobia
and  I s lamophobia  are  concern ing .  I t  i s
unacceptable  that  xenophobic  vo ices
increas ing ly  in f luence  the  publ ic  and
pol i t ica l  discourse .  

The  Aust r ian  government  must  better
document  hate  cr imes  and  the i r
ins t i tut iona l  sys tems  to  coord inate  with
pol ice ,  prosecut ion ,  and  v ic t ims .

Furthermore ,  we  urge  the  Aust r ian
government  to  change  i t s  l eg i s la t ion  to
ensure  that  no  minor i ty  group  i s
d i sc r iminated  aga inst  through  the
prohib i t ion  of  wear ing  headscarves  in
e lementary  schools .  In  l ine  with
internat iona l  l aw ,  the  pr inc ip le  of
neutra l i t y  must  be  ensured .

Moreover ,  GICJ  cons iders  the  ant i - face
disgu ise  l aw  as  discr iminatory  and  a
v io lat ion  of  human  r ights .  Musl im
women  must  be  able  to  execute  the i r
re l ig ious  f reedom .  We  encourage  the
Aust r ian  government  to  combat  and
f ight  hate  campaigns ,  mainly  aga inst
Mus l ims ,  by  r ight -wing  fo rces .  The
Aust r ian  government  must  protect  the
re l ig ious  l iber ty  and  human  r ights  of
any  group ,  espec ia l l y  minor i t ies .

 

GICJ  i s  concerned  about  the  increas ing
in f luence  of  xenophobic  and
Is lamophobic  vo ices  in  the  pol i t ica l
d i scourse .  Although  ext reme
Is lamophobic  part ies  do  not  part ic ipate
in  government ,  they  s t i l l  gain  a  high
percentage  of  votes  and  pressure
conservat i ve  govern ing  part ies  to  take
over  more  and  more  opin ions  that  show
xenophobic  tendenc ies .  We  are
concerned  about  th i s  deve lopment .

Furthermore ,  we  ca l l  on  the  Dutch
government  to  act ive ly  take  measures
to  combat  ins t i tut iona l  rac i sm .  People
discr iminated  aga inst  because  of  the i r
ethnic i ty  must  be  protected  by  the
state  and  must  not  exper ience
discr iminat ion  by  s tate  author i t ies .  GICJ
cr i t ic izes  the  Dutch  l aw  that  prohib i t s
face -disgu ise  in  publ ic  spaces  and ,

there fore ,  v io lates  Musl im  women 's
r ights .  The  Dutch  government  must
protect  these  minor i t ies .  

X E N O P H O B I A ,  I S L A M O P H O B I A ,  A N T I S E M I T I S M ,  A N D  R A C I S M  I N  G E R M A N Y ,
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1  https : / / rm .coe . in t /ecr i - report -on -germany -s ix th -monitor ing -cyc le - / 16809ce4be    

2  https : / /www .ze i t .de /pol i t ik /deutschland /2021 -05 /horst -seehofer -pol i t i sch -motiv ie r te -

s t ra f taten -s tat i s t ik -holger -munch   

3  https : / /www .ze i t .de /gese l l schaf t /2020 - 1 1 /anschlag -hanau -attentaeter -psychische -

erkrankung -gutachten - rechtsext remismus  

4  https : / /www .sp iege l .de /pol i t ik /deutschland /kampf -gegen - rass i smus -kabinett -

beschl iess t -eckpunkte - fuer -demokrat ie foerdergesetz -a -31365eb2 -7624 -4a7c -9ed9 -

f 3 1a4 fa3efd7  

5  https : / /www .ant id i skr imin ierungsste l le .de /DE /ueber -

diskr imin ierung /diskr imin ierungsmerkmale /ethnische -herkunf t - rass i smus /ethnische -

herkunf t - rass i smus -node  

6  https : / / rm .coe . in t /ecr i - report -on -germany -s ix th -monitor ing -cyc le - / 16809ce4be

7  https : / /www . l to .de / recht /hintergruende /h /gesetz -ersche inungsbi ld -beamte -entwur f -
bundestag -kopftuch - tat toos -kopftuchverbot /  

8  https : / /www .bpb .de /pol i t ik /hintergrund -aktue l l /316638 /der -anschlag -von -hal le  

9  https : / /www .bmi .bund .de /DE /minis ter ium /beauf t ragte /beauf t ragter -

ant i semit i smus /beauf t ragter -ant i semit i smus -ar t ike l .html  

10  https : / /de .s tat i s ta .com /s tat i s t ik /daten /s tudie /823992 /umfrage / rass i s t i sche -vor fae l le -

in -oester re ich /  

1 1  https : / /www .bpb .de /pol i t ik /ext remismus /ant i semit i smus /321642 /oester re ich  

12  https : / /www .coe . in t /de /web /porta l / - /aust r ia -pra i se - fo r - in i t ia t i ves - to -promote -

in tegrat ion -and -counter -discr iminat ion -but -chal lenges - remain  

13  https : / /www . r i s .bka .gv .at /Gel tendeFassung .wxe ?

Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=20009892   

14  https : / /www .amnesty .at /presse /amnesty -s te l lungnahme -ant i -
ges ichtsverhuel lungsgesetz /

15
https : / /www .ant id i skr imin ierungsste l le .s te ie rmark .at /cms /bei t rag / 12571423 / 136225055

16  https : / /www . rakwien .at /user f i les / f i le /Ste l lungnahmen / In tG_2017 .pdf ?
4a180cd21a8b75d0525f f4 f fc8c43495=008766cc2044231e3579bc1008609064  
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17  https : / /www .deutschlandfunk .de /die -nachr ichten . 1441 .de .html  

18  https : / /wien .or f .at /s tor ies /3106609 /  

19  https : / /www .ze i t .de /pol i t ik /aus land /2020 - 1 1 / te r ror -wien -anschlag -was -wir -wissen  

20  https : / /www .bpb .de /pol i t ik /ext remismus /ant i semit i smus /321642 /oester re ich  

21  https : / /www .nyt imes .com /2017 /01 /24 /wor ld /europe /mark - rut te -nether lands -musl im -

immigrants - t rump .html

22  https : / /www .pol i t ico .eu /ar t ic le /automated - rac i sm -how - tech -can -entrench -bias /

23  https : / /www .brook ings .edu / research / the -biggest -problem - in - the -nether lands -

unders tanding - the -party - fo r - f reedoms -pol i t ic izat ion -of - i s lam /

24  https : / /www . tagesschau .de / thema /nieder lande /  

25  https : / /www .sp iege l .de /pol i t ik /aus land /nieder lande -burka -gesetz -betr i f f t -kaum -

mehr -a ls - 150 - f rauen -a - 1279976 .html  

26  https : / /www . i amexpat .nl /expat - in fo /dutch -expat -news /un -cr i t ic i ses -nether lands -

burqa -ban  

27  https : / /www .gic j .org /gic j - reports / 1970 -hate -speech -on - the - r i se  
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M A R C H  2 0 2 0

Q 1  S O C I A L  M E D I A  R E P O R T

Before  even  typ ing  your  report ,  f i r s t
take  the  t ime  to  cons ider  who  the
report  i s  fo r .  One  good  ru le  of  thumb  to
remember  i s  that  the  higher  up  the
stakeholder  i s  in  the  organizat iona l
ladder ,  the  more  succ inct  the  report
needs  to  be .  

With  the  myr iad  of  metr ics  soc ia l  media
marketers  have  access  to ,  i t ’s  tempt ing
to  drown  your  audience  in  numbers .

Whi le  f igures  aren ' t  bad  per  se ,  you  do
have  to  make  sure  that  these  are
re levant  to  the  ro le  of  those  rece iv ing
the  report .  Str i ve  to  te l l  the  s tory
behind  the  numbers  by  inc luding
learn ings  or  ins ights .  

Before  even  typ ing  your  report ,  f i r s t
take  the  t ime  to  cons ider  who  the
report  i s  fo r .  One  good  ru le  of  thumb  to
remember  i s  that  the  higher  up  the
stakeholder  i s  in  the  organizat iona l
ladder ,  the  more  succ inct  the  report
needs  to  be .  With  the  myr iad  of  metr ics
soc ia l  media  marketers  have  access  to ,

i t ’s  tempt ing  to  drown  your  audience  in
numbers .

Whi le  f igures  aren ' t  bad  per  se ,  you  do
have  to  make  sure  that  these  are
re levant  to  the  ro le  of  those  rece iv ing
the  report .  Str i ve  to  te l l  the  s tory
behind  the  numbers  by  inc luding
learn ings  or  ins ights .  
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